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We are requesting an area variance for the front setback at our home in order to replace an 
existing front porch entrance. The existing structure consists of the original concrete 
stoop/stairs which were covered by a wood structure by the previous owners (over 27 years 
ago). It is rotting and needs to be replaced. The new structure is very close to the same size as 
the old and repositions the stairs to be more aesthetically pleasing and coordinate with our 
neighbors. We address the five requested factors below: 

1. Granting the area variance will in fact produce a desirable change in the character of the 
neighborhood by replacing an ugly rotting structure with something pretty and 
low-maintenance. 

2. There is no other way to achieve the benefit of having an entrance to our home at the 
front door since the door is ~30" above ground level and the house is already at the 
minimum setback. The proposed structure is very modest. 

3. The houses surrounding us are well spaced and the variance is not substantial due to 
the existence of a pre-existing structure. 

4. The area variance will have no effect or impact on the physical or environmental 
conditions in the neighborhood. 

5. The difficulty was not self-created. The old porch was on the house when we purchased 
it in 1995 and barely covers the crumbling original concrete porch. We had no reason to 
think the original (1940) structure had not been built to code. We are seeking to replace 
what is there with something up-to-date using low-maintenance materials. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
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Kathleen and onald Roncinske 
2196 Carter Road 
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2196 Carter Road
Aerial Map

Imagery Source: EagleView, 2021
The Town of Penfield certifies that this GIS document is a digital reproduction of a map or data  collected in-house by the 
Town of Penfield for the convenience and use by the Public and Town Staff. The Town of Penfield does not make any 
representations, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of such record(s). 
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